
Medical Legal Partnerships

And the Social Determinants of Health



“The opposite of 
poverty is not wealth.  
The opposite of 
poverty is justice.”

- Bryan Stevenson, JD



Legal needs assessment

• 600 patients surveyed

• 67% had an ongoing legal issue

• Half of those said it was negatively affecting their health



Medical Legal Partnership Colorado

• 2.5 FTE lawyers

• Housed entirely at Salud

• Integrated into the medical team and into the EHR

• Legal needs screening by care managers and BHPs

• Referrals made through a telephone encounter

• About 200 cases currently open



I-HELP

• Income and benefits

• Housing

• Education

• Legal status

• Personal stability (family violence)



Outcomes

• About 70% favorable rulings

• Decreased ER utilization

• Decreased hospitalizations

• Increased patient satisfaction



Aurora Community 
Commons
A collaboration of the

CU School of Medicine, 

Salud Family Health Centers, 

and the community of Aurora



Why do we need this project?

• Anschutz campus is a world class medical center…

• In the middle of the most medically underserved zip codes in the 
state



80011
53% low income
15,563 unserved

80010
61% low income
15,496 unserved

80012
45% low income
16,075 unserved



Aurora Community Commons:  
A Community Collaborative Partnership

Salud clinic in 
partnership with CU

• Primary care service 
delivery

• Primary care health 
professions training

UPSTREAM focus on 
SDoH

• Coordination of 
social service 
providers

• On-site programs, 
resources

Finance Model 

Reform

• New healthcare 
payment model
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Aurora 
Community
Health
Center



Green space

Job training

Housing

ACHC: 
24,000 unique patients

Food productionFamily and youth 
support

Senior services

Veteran’s services

Local business

Aurora 
Community 
Commons



Where are we now?

Partnership 
between 

CUSOM and 
SFHC 

formed

Temporary 
clinic opens 
November 

2019

27 acres at 
Colfax Ave 

and Airport 
Boulevard 

purchased by 
Salud

Initial 
community 

outreach

Funding 
search

15

Delivery 
and 

training 
model
design

ACHC to 
open 

summer 
2022



What else is on the horizon?




